A Summary of Steve Stokey’s Address to the Engineering Technology Class of 2011
[bookmark: _GoBack]On August 25, Steve Stokey, Executive Vice President of Allied Machine and Engineering Corp. (AMEC) was the keynote speaker at the engineering technology freshman orientation at Kent State Tuscarawas. Mr. Stokey, a long-time supporter of engineering and technology education both locally and regionally, spoke of his experience as an engineering student and later, as an Engineering Professional and Executive. Here is a summary of the remarks and advice he gave the attending students and their parents:
“The most important word in the English language is the name of the person you’re talking to. “
“If you have ever studied for a test, could you have read another chapter? Could you have spent 15 more minutes? Could you have done one more thing? “
“I can tell you, your education is worth it.”
“I want to encourage you to not cheat what you are walking into by doing less than what you can do.”
“Don’t ever just do the minimum.”
“You’re here for the knowledge, you’re here for the rest of your life.”
“It’s time to pay now and play later.”
“You’re gaining knowledge today to apply in all kinds of areas.”
“There is so much to learn from whatever job you are working.”
“Think about things from a global perspective.  Unemployment may be high here, but not everywhere.”
“Don’t walk into this thinking ‘how am I going to get a job?’ Walk into this thinking ‘how can I create an opportunity for tomorrow’.”
 “We need entrepreneurs. We need the people who are going to create tomorrow. We need you to be out there thinking about what the next great thing can be.”
Mr. Stokey left the students with one clear advise: Give your studies everything you have, apply yourself, get the best grades you can possibly get, and if you need a job…come and see me at AMEC, as we can always use more engineering and technology talent.


